
ROMANCE FICTION 
 

 
Alternative Reality___________________________________________________                        
 
These romance novels include several sub-genres.  Futuristic romances are similar to 
science fiction, and highlight space travel, aliens, and other planets.  Fantasy romance 
features mythical creatures, such as unicorns, elves, dragons, and fairies, and the use 
of magic is common.  In paranormal romance, the reader will find supernatural places, 
events, and beings, including ghosts, angels, psychics, and vampires.  In an alternative 
reality, romance settings and time periods may differ, but the love story remains the 
main focus of the story. 
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Contemporary Romance_______________________________________                   
 
The time period in which these novels are set is post-WWII to present day.     
Contemporary romance novels contain believable characters who face challenges  
with which readers can identify.  They typically feature a relationship between one  
man and one woman, and usually have a happy ending. 
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Historical and Period Romance_____________________________________                         
 
Historical romance novels are set in the past.  The settings and events of the time 
are factual and accurately described.  The romantic relationship, although an  
important part of the story, is not always the most important aspect of the plot. 
Period romances are also set in the past, and focus on the social life and customs 
of the time period.  Detailed descriptions are used to illustrate the daily practices of  
the characters.  The romantic relationship often begins with conflict between an 
independent woman and a strong man, and generally ends with them together, 
having worked out their differences. 
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Inspirational / Christian Romance____________________________________                        
 
Characters' religious beliefs, attitudes, and actions (usually Christian) fuel the plot of  
inspirational romance novels.  The story follows a man and a woman as their  
relationship and faith grows.  They often face obstacles that, once resolved, bring 
them closer together, and makes their faith stronger. 
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Regency Romance__________________________________________________                         
 
Regency romance are historical novels set in London between 1811-1820.  The 
stories focus on the social customs and manners of "high society."  The characters 
interact within very structured social settings.  The backdrop incorporates true  
historical figures and events, while the wealthy and the aristocratic engage in  
numerous balls, picnics, and dinner parties.  The storyline typically involves a young  
woman's introduction into society, her courtship, and engagement to an appropriate 
man. 
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Romantic Suspense________________________________________________                          
 
In addition to romance, these novels feature mystery, suspense, and adventure. 
They are usually set in the present, but vary greatly in location.  Generally, there are  
two storylines:  one of romance, and one of mystery.  They are woven together 
throughout the story, and eventually resolved.  The endings, however, are not  
guaranteed to be happy.   
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Saga_______________________________________________________________                          
 
A romantic saga is a story or set of stories that relate the lives of one or two families 
over several generations.  Historical events and the daily lives of the characters are 
accurately described, and are an important aspect of the plot.  Typically, the action  
follows one main, powerful figure in the family.   In addition, these stories tell of the  
interpersonal relationships experienced by family members.  The characters are 
well-developed and hold the interest of the reader.   
 
Cookson, Catherine 

Tilly series 
 
Daily, Janet 

Calder Saga 
 
Howatch, Susan 

Church of England series 
 
Jakes, John 

Kent Family Chronicles 
 
Vincenzi, Penny 

Lytton Family Saga 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Library Learning Is For Everyone 


	After Glow
	Irish Trilogy
	Saga_______________________________________________________________


